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-can fuſſiciently bear me wittuſs-5 
So } 4s J am like to donow ; yet 
it bath been n | eceſsity than Choice. Nor do 
4 ſee. any cauſe at preſent tochauge my Opinion , but yet, 
baving ſack a {ſpecial Order ror it, I 'T fond agreat deal of 
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ofer to excuſfiyl FMay4 bhe /do donuchs ood in the 
ublication, as it was honeſtly intended in the Preaching, 


and then we (hall all fushave\ our Ends, and many 0- 
thers alſo.bav ks to.God, and to pray 
that be MY [1 britulas, a. 
Name better than. that of Sons and Daughters, 
and make you, and all your Brethren, as | emingnt 4 
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HE _— ge was athag 
LAry ay Very: gear Piety, 
and Zeal for, God,and very pal+, - 


hl ,, and Welfare ol Hinf-ongery xihe 
muties uy which, he nor. only forct d, buc 
 bv'd alſoto beara very greatſhare in; ; andrhere-" 
fore well wy L he be ſtiled,as he o fren is,che J#/ 
ing Prophet ; lince all, the while he foreſawiho 
Miſeries, his mind muſt needs be ve ry donde 
fected with them,andina ſenſe Caffer underthem, 
before $9 of the reſt of his unbelieving: Coun-, 
bs id; andthe more too from.their Wick-; 
eſs and Infidelity, which was.indeed the great, 
Occaſion of them :.. For as: he was/ a good Man 
in the general, he knew the Juſtice. of God would 
not: ſuffer ſuch, a, Wicked Nation. to;golong un- 
puniſhed: and as he was a Prophet in particular, 
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ror 
the Incorelk of 4 Party; when Ghericy re Men, 
which ought. tobe: univerſal; extends'it {elf no. 
farther than to thoſe of our own, way ; nay, and. 


vents ir {elf 'in' Malice and Revenge againit A 
others, -we-may! withour any" new- Revelation, 
the rimes, tharare afready . given us, 


things; 2nd then it' marters nox- — 
Juſtice of God brings irco paſs, fince we have. 
muich Reaſon to fear he will certainly dy- ir, ler 
whatis worfe,” let ir be. bredoutof che cormpe; 
Humiours of our own Bowels.. Let ircome from. 
fer,” or let ir ſpring up at home, itis all one when. 
ittscome; for whoever is: the Inftrymenc, God! 
isthe Artior; tee whowilt be the Executioner, = 
God Fuftice mult firſt fign che Warrant forit, 
andthatit will certainly do,” where-ever Sin and 
Wickednelſs grows” rampant -and-: outragious. 
Thete's the fame Law and'-Juftice for Fngland 
as for Jadab,. and if there be the fame Sins, _ 

wilt 


will be the fame Viſiarion, andthe ſame Venge- 
ance: [tis not,Shall I nor viſit for your Sins alone? 
but, Shall 1 not viſit for theſe things, where-ever they 
. age-committed ? - He doth nor ſay; 'Shall not :my 
Soul be avenged.onthis, 'but, on ſuch:a;Nation:as:this? 
And if we now-are-{o, it concerns us as .muchas 
them. | 1307 L 91241 | þ" 1 $3 F | "TS 
--Thewwords in general, are a-plainand fall De» 
daration of the heavy Diſpleaſure,.and..Juſt In 
dignation of God againſt Judah and Jeruſalem, for 
their — ar ITT oy | —_— ick- 
edneſs ; and are ſpoken by way. of Que- 
ſtion,: yer they.do-not in Acre | 
\ doubting of the Truth: of the Thing,: but xather 
the contrary ; for its a Rule. in expounding Scrips 
true; that affirmative Queſtions-do very. vehe- 
mently deny,and Negative Queſtions doſtrong- 
ly affirm, becauſe they. arc in the'nature of an; Ap- 
peal about things, thatare fuppoled to-be-on all 


+. £2 


"MM - AST 


hands granted AS for Example, Doth:God pervert _ 8. 3; 


not Viſit and. take Vengeance ? Yes, .cenainly . he 
ſhall and will, and there -is-none can hinder 
-But more particularly, inthe Words thete are 


£57 ((48)) | 
02837 An AccbniarotCodaPlepoſ and: Ref 
lution concerning the Nation. and'People of the 
Jews, ro: puniſh. them leverely for their many 
and great Sins :' and the Expreflion implies.ag 
intention of. great Severity indeed, not only. tg 
corre&them with ſome {ore Judgment, but e 
'ven tocutthem off from being a People, To make: 


au utter riddance of them.; Shall I-not viſa, ſhall. not. | 


my Soul be avenged ? that is, I will do: ic with all 
my Might, and. will delight in it too, whilft 1. 


thereby. make my ſelf. amends for all the Trouble. 
they have-put me to. As he ſpeaks allo by the 


7/a.1.24. Prophet 1/aiab inthe like caſe; 4b! I will eaſe me | 


of mine - Adlverſaries , and: avenge me of mins Enes- 
MES. . LAS HE eats £50 19: * a: Þþ 
- 2d. The Reaſon or Caule of this implied- ig. 
the Text, and more ar large expreſſed in the- 
Chapter. to: which the Words refer ; Shall I mt. 
wat for theſe things, before: mentioned, and be a> 
venged onſuch a Peopleas are here deſcribed 2. 


In the further proſecution of which, I ſhall by 

God's Grace endeavour.to ſheyy : 

1.. How God iis {aid to viſita Nation or People. 

2, What thoſe things are that he thus viſits for. 

3+ WhatReaſon we of this Nation have to fear 
and expect ſuch a thing. And, | 
: 4- What we are todo in ſuch a Caſe, and un- 
der {uch Circumſtances as ours are. | 3 
IIS Yo | I. How 
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 þ flow Godi is ſakd AL 2 (EN or Das! 
ple ? The word i is.1n Scripture uſed; inathreefold 
ſence. 
» 1. It's ſometimes" an expreſſion 'of kindneſs, 
and intends deliverance, as. Gen. 50.. 24s; Godwifl 
ſurely viſit you, and. bring you out of this Land: So 
Luke 1. 68, Be hath vifuted and redeemed bis People ; 
in both which places the latter expreſſion! lhews 
the meaning of 'the | former... Therefore the 
Plalmiſt prays that. God. would iſt; hin with-his 244 


Salvation... Burthis.cannar be uaderftodd hene, be- ** 4 


cauſe the things referr'd to, delerve naſixch- kind- 
neſs. - Befides, the, next. words, 'of taking; Fenge- 
ance, ſufficiently explain -yvhat kind of. V.ifararis 
on is here” intended, Vies of Juſtice, and'oot of 
Mer 
: The word ſignifies {onntimes-an 3 
tion. into- the ſtate of Afairs by a Judicial-Pro- 
cels, as Exod. 4; nG, 1 have ſurely viſued you,” and 
ſem that which is done uxto you. ; that. is, I haye' em 
quired into, examined, and--confider'd - your 
cale: Job 31.14. When God viſttetb, what ſhall 
1 anſwer him ; Not that God needs any ſuch thin 
to inform. him,. for he knows all the Rs 
inthe World as ſoon s.it.is acted ; but he: ſpeaks 
afrer the manner.of- Men, for the clearer mani- 
feſtarion-. of his own Juſtice, and the greates 
terror to them: as it was'in the cafe of Saddgm, 
| B 2 whole 
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Gen. 18. whoſe Sins cried to Heaven. yet.lays God, 1 wil 
2: gb dbuii aid ſee whether they have done altogether” ac- 
bording to the '(7y which is: come unto me : an expreſſb. 
onrather of Juſtice than want of Intelligence.” - 
The word'alſo fignifies the Executior of 
Juſtice) in'the Puniſhment -of- Sin: fog 16; 
#9. If they be Viſited after the viſitation of all Zen. 
ehis 4 hep he niſhed ſo ct off and de | 
ftroyed' in arrordinaty manner. So Exod. 31, 

- 34. Iwtheday when F viſit, I will viſit their Sin upon 

' _ them; thatis, when'I come to take Vengeance; 
© "© they ſhall ſmart forie.” Thushe is ſaid to viſit the 

iniquity of the Fathers upon the'Children ; that is, to 
iſh them. \And ineither or both of thele two 
left ſences; are theſe' words to be' underſtood? | 
whereby they doaflure us, both of the Juſtice and | 
Severity of God, againſt all ungodlineſs whatſo- 
ever." Foras he wfll not proceed hand over head, 
28'we:commonly {peak;and raſhly condemn any, 
without enquiry"into; and fall knowledg of: the 
Caſe: $0 he will- be' as ftrit and. ſevere in the 
taking ' Vengeance', 'and "none ſhall divert: of 
hinder him-fromir. 0 II fs 
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- H; What are thoſe things that: ke thus viſits 

for > You ſee; according; to the Prophet's man- 

ner of expreſſing himſelf; it is for Sin and Wick- 
| ednels; 'and by- the coherence of theſe words 
with the-reft of 'the Chapter, you will find' of 
US 5 wal 
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what kind and qualiry their Sins were ;' and in- 
deed they were of ſuch a nature, that he neither 
eonld, nor would bear any longer wich them ; 

they are ſuch as- he hath always uſed to- puniſh 
with the. greateſt Severity, - efpecially too when 
the-Guilt and: Contagion of them hath 'been ſo 
deep and ſpreading, as theirs was/ar-that time 
 _ ws is plainly manifeſt throughour this Chapter, 
Nay, there is not any one of the Sins here menti- 
oned, bur is in ir ſelf foprovoking/in the {tghe of 
God, that i-muſt needs be the occaſion of very 
dreadful Calamities; what then can we expect 
from ſuch a complication of Wickedneſs as is here 
faid to-be met: topgether- in one; but unter Ruine 
|. andDeſtruction?- | 
|  . -+..\They are acculed of a: general Failure and 
Neglect inthe Aﬀairs 'of | Juſtice and Common. 
' Honeſty, few or none applying themſelves to 
the praftice of Righteouſneſs, to-deal faithfully 
and truly in the World. A. Sin as great init ſelf, as 
it was common amongſt them; for the People 
| of Jeruſalem vvere generally. ſo corrupt, that a 
Man might go'to and fro, from Street to Street, yea, 
from Houſe ro Houle, for along time and way | 
together, and yet notlight on any one Man, that ,- " 
was ſincerely righteous and-truly. religious. And * 
furely then ir was high time for God to ariſe, both 
for the vindication of his own Fruth and Juſtice, 
and for the- Conyi&tion and Puniſhmenc of the 
Kh. noto- 


Gen. 6. 
11, 12, 
13, 


Gen. 18, 


32. 


Mat. 11. 


23. 


Per. 3. 


Verſ. 3. 


Pſal. 18. 


drown'd, it was becaule it was fill 


C&) | 


notorious - DefeRs 
God - may bear with: wicked Men a long time; 

et when the Floods of- Ungodlingſs {well high, and 

ikea mighty Torrenc bear down all-before chem, 
he mult and healways doth then appear, and en- 
ter upon his. Viſitation; - arid therefore, we {hall 
find this Temper one of the immediate fore-run- 


ners, as well'as-juſt occaſions, of a general Ruine 
and Deſtruction. When the-old World was 
'd with Violence, 
all fleſh: had corrupted its way upon-the Earth ,' and 
vr ny rin: fell, it was not ſo much 
for-the greatneſs, as the generality of their Wick- 
ednels : for as bad as they were, yet if there had 
bin but ten righteous Perſons found there, they-might, 
for ought 1 ke, have-remained to this very Day.. And 
ſo it was here with 7udahand Jerufalem. Nor was 
this -the'Faulr of the poorer-ſort of People, but 
even. of the greater, who,one wauld have thought, 
ſhouldhave been-better, as'having' greater  Op- 
portunities of knowing: the Will of God, and 
more leiſure to practiſe the lame :. But the/e-({aith 
the Prophet) have: altygether hroken: the Toke, anil 
burſt the-Bonds , -as' if their Greatneſs ſerved only 


to impower them to do the greater/Miſchief, and 


then toproteCct them againi{the Laws. 


2. They areaccuſed.of incorrigibleneG-under 
Judgments, - that tho they-had beeni ſtrickein; yet they 
had net greivedi; yea, the: they .had:been conſumed; 18s 
HR OO they 


((-9 ) . 
. thy refuſed 6 receive :. CorrtBion.. : They, had been 
geniy yall andy would norvall warning; 
they. had been ſeverely corrected,and yet were ne- 
wer the better, or the more reformed ; nay, they. 
were grown the more obſtinate and preverie;than 
which nothing can-be more provoking unto God, 
there being in it that Obſtinancy that gives the 
greateſt malignity unto Sin, and thoſe Aggravati- 
ons that ſooneſt fill up the meaſure of it. 
' 3+. They are. accuſed of Adultery and. Un- 
cleannels,. a Sin as great as any, and as ſeverely 
niſhed in all Ages, as being greatly diſhonoxa- 
ble unto God,and the occalion of great Confuſt- 
|  enandinjuſticeamongſt Men, and yet:commiic- 
ted by. chem wich the ſame aggravations of Impu- 
dence, Frequency and Generality with the reſt, | 
yea, and with -one more even amidlt the abun- 
, dance of outward Bleſlings to engagethem to 
the cautrary ; for when he fed themto the full, they 
then aſſembled themſelves. by Troops in the Harlots 
Houſes ; whereby the plenty he afforded them, to 
ſtrengthen and enable them the berter for his Ser- 
vice, ſerved only to pamper their Luſts ; asf 
likeſo many Stallions they were fed on purpoſe 
to be the more luſtful ; Every one, ſaith he, neighed Veſ 8, 
after bis Neighbours Wife ; that is, not only luſted 
' afterher1n his Heart, but was impatient co-abtain 
his luſtful Defice upon her. . 


4. They 


= X we 
- 4. They are accuſed of /a'disbelief of 'God's | 
Word by his Prophets-and Miniſters ; The Pro- 
Verſ. 13- phets, ſay they,” ſhall become Wind, and the Word is not 
m them. They ſpeak nor from God, bnt fright 
us with bug-bear- Tales of their-own deviſing ; 
| the Evil they threaten ſhall befal themſelves, and 
not us. ASin ſo greatin itſelf, 'that it's thoughe 
ſufficient to be irs own puniſhment; when wicked {| 
Men ſhur their eyes againſt the cleareſt Light, 
their Hearts have been hardened againſt the 
ſtrongeſt Convictions ;burthatis not always the 
only puniſhment of ic, but rather the forerunner 
of far greater Evils, -and many times the means' 
whereby thole 'Evils are brought about : for 
when any Perſon, or People, laugh at God's Coun- 
' Prov. 1. ſel, and will take noneof bis Reproofs, he commonly 
25- givesthem up to a reprobate mind, whereby their de- 
#2”. 1 {trution becomes'the more grear and certain: | 
Pro.29. 1 for be that being often reproved, hardeneth his Heart, 
ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that without Remedy : 
A Truth ſadly faral to the People of the Jews, a- 
gainſt whom the Wrath-of God aroſe for this very cauſe, 
as we aretold 2{ bren.3 6:1 6. till there-was no Re- 
medy ; and'l pray Ged'rt prove not asfadly fo to 
us. 
5- They are acculed of Apoſtacy from God 
Yer/.7. and Religion ; They have forſaken me, and ſworn | 
by them that are no Gods : . An Offence of an heinous 
nature indeed,and ſuch as God always very highly 


relents 


(11 ) 


'} _ reſents as moſt againſt his Honour, and one of the 


higheſt AQs of 'Treaſon againſt his. Crown. and 
Dignity ; upon which account he is often ſtiled 4 
jealous God, a teraper that's always attended yyith Exod. 
an implacable rage and fury ; and thereforeno p;;*. 
wonder it the vengeance he intends to take, be 34, 35: 
exprelt in a phraſe that denotes the greatelt re- 
 ſentment of a thing that can be, Shall not my Soul 
be avenged * an empharical Speech indeed, and 
expreſles the higheſt Paſſion, and ſuch. as engages 
the whole Power of God to make it good. 

6. They are accuſed of Deceit and Guile, in 
Conſpiracies and Plots of Miſchief, to undermine 
and ruine each other. They lay wait as he that ſet- v.26,25, 
teth Snares ; they ſet a Trap, they catch Men: as a Cage 
# full of Birds, ſo are their Houſes full of deceit, A 
Charge very great and heinous indeed,in as much | 
as this particular Sin hath ſomething of, maligni- 
ty in it more than che reſt , for belides the,evil 
alpe& it hath upon Religion, ic has a fatal influ- 
ence upon Society, and,not like the reſt,occaſions 
the ruin and deſtruction of the guilty only,but,by - 
an unuſual barbarouſneſs and inbumanity, of the 
innocent too : and it hath often times this Ingre- 
dient too, to make it the more heinous, in that b 
falſe Oaths.and Perjuries ( the moſt fatal Snares _ 
for Innocence) it converts Government into Op- 
ter50 wes 740A into Murder ; for when the 
Formalities of it are by ſuch. curſed Acts wreſted 

| 3. to 


| (O(n) 

to the malice 'of ſuch greedy Wolves ; the Wi- 
dows and the Orphans are in the greateſt danger, 
Ke aeft orighe Man the {ooneft made a prey, 
than which, as nothing can be more diſhonoura- 
ble coRighteonſneſs and Truth; ſo nothing more 
deſtruRiive to the Profeſſors of it, ſince what 
. God appointed for their refuge, doth but temper 
them'into danger ; and that which, like the Horns 
of the Altar, was appointed for a Sanctuary, is 
turned into a Golgotha. And fince this was the 
caſe of the Jews at that rime, whar could they 
expe& but a ſpeedy Viſication, and the ſeverities | 
of a juſt and impartial Vengeance from God? 

Nay, | 
| + Fhe Prophets and Miniſters themſelves are 
accuf'd of falfeneſs and partialiry jn the Miniſtry 
Ferf;1. of the Word ; The Prophets propheſy falſly, a charge 
frequently brought againſt them, and urg'd as 
the occaſion of moſt, if not of all the wickednels. 
committed by that People, and by conſequence; 
_ of all the calamities they art any time groan'd-ut- 
der. Wicked Men are apt enough of themſelves. 


eo-commit Sin ; but when they are encouraged, 


in it by thoſe who ſhould perſwade them fromit,, | 


whither vvill they not run-?- nay where will they: 
Ezc.13. ftop > If the Builders of God's. Temple daub: 
"& with untempered Mortar, no- vvonder if it quickly: 
yogs. » fall: if choſe, that ſhould lift wp: their Voices. like 4: 
bs "> Trumpet, and Cry an: Alarm, to.awaken-Men _ 


lows under their Armheles, and huſh them to ſleep % 


(13) 
the Lethargy of Sin and carnal Security, ſow Pil- Exk13. 


vvith the till and ſmooth Voice of Peace, Peace; Ter.6.14 


when there is no Peace : What can be expected, bur 
that they ſhould remain ſo ſtill, ill they ſleep in 
Death, and are only awakned by eternal Milery? 
And this was indeed the lamentable caſe of this 
People, and no wonder if their Deſtruction was 
unavoidable, ſince the only means of preventing 
it proved ſo deceitful, | wt 

8. They are charg'd alſo with an univerſal 


love and liking of theſe my - This People loye Yer. 31. 


to have it ſo. They vvere all, it ſeems, agreed, 
and conſenting together in Wickedneſs, not only 
giving themſelves up to the praRice of it, bue 


encouraging one another in it, And when. once '@ 2%: 


People are thus ſettled on their Lees, and become ** 
Enemies to their own Mercies, no vvonder if 
Gad [ſearch them with Candles, and viſit their Inj- 
quity.vvith a Rod, and their Sin vvith Scourges ; 
and then vve may vvell {ay tothem, as the Pro- 
pher doth at the end of this Chapter ( or rather 
Black - Bill of Indictment ) drawn up againſt 


f them, What will-ye do in the end bereof * 


And this leads me 'to the thixd Particular, 
which, becauſe it more nearly concerns us; I 
haſten unto, ſince it is to enquire, by way of 


compariſon, between us and them. 


C 2 Al. Whac 
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-HL. What Rikaſoed we of- this Nation: have to. 

fear ſuch a Viſiration® -We-are told by the' Apo: 

iCor. ftle, Whatever was written aforetime, was written for 
IO, LI. bur Adridbition: And 'the Judgments of God up- 
on wicked Men had'a double deſign, to puniſh. 
: them;'andto warn us ; therefore they are laid to. 
ver..6.. be our Examples, to the intent we '[hould-not luſt-ax. 
they did. Now upon. any remar able Diſpenſa- 

tion of God's Prowler; in that kind; it is natus 
ral to ns to inquire into the Cauſe; for we know. 

thar God is' too: righteous to puniſh withour it, 
and too merciful to- delight in it; and whenonce |} 
we underſtand- the- tre and. juſt” Reafon- of his. 
roceeding, we'do- as naturally refle& port our 
lves;" and-if we find our Sins'to be as great and- 
as many as theirs, we cannot-bur expect that our | 
Calamities ſhould -be ſo toe. Bur then here's. | 
our Miſery, we-endeavour to ſtifle the Evidence - 
- of our own Conſciences, we ſuffer theſe Impref- 
Ane6.: ons ro wear off; and'then, put far from us the Evil: 
day; but now that we may no longer dofo;: let: } 
us bur a lictle conſider our own Condition at pre-. 
. ſent, that we' may 'not be broughiti into theirsAat - 
laſt; and-this we may do by inquiring into three-- 
Things. 1 Our Sins- ''2: Our Obligarions co. 
amend.. And; 3. The-Calls and Warnings WE. | 
haye had; X 


Birſt, " 


—_— | 
Firſt, .Are not oux Sins as -great as theirs 2 nay 
rather, are they not more and greater ? The 
Charge indeed runs high agaialt chem, but when. 
it comes to. be brought agaiaſt us, I. fear.ic will 
{well into a Flood. 'T'o compare it only:with theirs 
is but to leflen-it ; let it-have its full length and 
weight, and it will be-very black and-large in- 
deed. The Prophet, it's. true, reckons up ſeves 
xal,” bur I ſhall confine my ſelf-to three general. 
Heads. 1.. The Corruption of our. Minds, as - 
they.are {werv'd from the Principles of Honeſty 
and Truth. 2.. The Corruption of -our Morals, 
as.our Manners are looſe. and wicked... 3. The 
Abuſe of. our.Profeſſion [in matters.of Religion, 
as we are Either relapſing from the. Stedfaſtnels of 
it, or. opening a Gap by our unnatural Diviſions, . 
to let in our mortal Enemies to ruine and deſtroy 
both us and it... _ . ©, 0-536 3=þ 
1. How areour Minds.corrupted; and-we-de- - 
generated from the Principles of Honeſty, and : 
"kxuth ! :Whar a great (carcity.of honeſt and righ- 
teous: Men.is there? in.whom;can we: confidey. 


whom can we truſt 2 - For every- Brother will Jup- Fer9.4.: 


plant, and: every: Neighbour will walk with Slanders:, 


yea, even amongſt thoſe that ſay, They have known Fer-5.5. 
the Mind of :the Lard,. aud. ſeen. the - Operation -of his pq 1g... 


Hands, what. little, Truth: and! Honeſty is:thene 5- 
to be found? - Is:not; Intereſt and! a, Party made - 
che meaſure of upright dealing ? and the —_— 
Ari): oÞ.: 


.(16) 3 
.of :anc honeſt Man, only one of our 6wn way? | 

and yet come to try or truſt him, and he is na 
longer ſo, than it is for his own Advantage. In- 
tereſt is the God we too, much worſhip ; nay,ſuch 
fond: and zealous Votaries are we become, that 
we vvill proftitute our ſelves to things mean and 
ſordid, and far below our Station; and many 
times offer up our beſt Friends, nay, our .own 
Conſciences, yea, God's Truth it felt, in Sacrij- 
fice to it ; yea, lo greatly are gur Minds de- 
bauch'd by ſuch falſe and deſtructive Principles, 
that vve are not only led into Errour, but even 
delight in our own Wandrings; and when any 
Means are offered to inform and dire& us bet- 
ter, vve preſently ſuſpe&, and nickname them, 
and uſe all the Art we can to render them fruitleſs 
and vain; .and if once yve can but lay them un- 
der an odious Character, yve are ue" apainft all 
their. moſt vyholeſome Offers and Directions. 


2, Are our Morals much better than our Prin- 
..ciples? Ifour Lives be but look'd into, our Sins, 
_ I tear, vill. be found reaching unto the Clouds, 
and ſpreading themſelves to every corner of the 

Land, not a Place nor Perſon that is free. To 
deſcend to Particulars is not vvithin the compaſs 


. -of: my Time or Iatentionat preſent, but it may | 


-and ought to be vvithin yours: Ic is not for me 
here to point, and ſay, Thou art the Man, bue 1 
think 


- $57 | 
chink ir be comes every one of us to lay his: 
hand upon his Heart, and to: cry, I am. he. 
Perhaps we may not, nay, we. cannot all of us. 
be guilry of the ſame Sins ; our Conditions,” our 
Conſtitutions, our - Relations,” our Ages, out. 
Ranks and Qualities in the World/are different; 
and there are particular Sins, incidear to every 
one of theſe, which poſſibly others may neither: 
have Opporcuinty,, nor be in a Capacity to com- 
mit :. Burt then there are others thar are more ge-- 
neral, which we may all of us run into, and 
which hardly any Rank or Condition can exempt. 
us from; and theſe are Vices too commonly 
known and practiſed. amongſt us; nay, I wiſh 
there were not too much. cauſe to lay, counte- 
nanced, juſtified and gloried' in. How: fre-. 
quently do Oaths and Curſes vent themſelves,not- 

only in our paſſionate, but in our moſt ſober. and: 

L577 in Diſcourſes, as if we thought them. the: 
chiefeſt Ornaments of 'Speech!: How is Drun- 
kenneſs and Exceſs not only pradtiſed, bur, by: 
its frequency, made light of; nay, by many; 
linle Arts and Devices, which otherwiſe might 
be innocent oO and promoted !. 
Good—Heſpitality , cheerful Entertainments, 
kind and grateful remembrances of: Friends and: 
Benefa&tors, may be uſeful and: neceffary ſome- 
tires; bur when I muſt be forc'd' to. drink up» 
to another Man's meaſure. or. humour; and” as 


often: 


ct) 


obliged to pledg; it both in kiad and quantiry, 
This /'makes our Table to become our Snare, 
this turns innocent Mirth into Madneſs, a Love- 
Feaſt, as indeed all Feaſts ſhould be, into' an 
hearheniſh Revelling, and a commendable Ho- 
Lf Form Beaftlineſs and Senfualiry. And then 

ollows commonly another Sin, which is now 
become the Reproach and Scandal of our Age and 


Nation 'too, -as if we would to a tittle make 


feeding makes us luſtful and unclean ; nay, 
as if we would go beyond ir, we not only afſem- 
ble by Troops in the Harlots Houſes, but we even 
take them into our own, and maintain them 
with .more Delicacy' and Tenderneſs, than- is 


greater Extravagance and Expence than a nume- 
rous Family requires-and needs. © You know that 
what 1 {ay is too true; for toour ſhame be it ſpoken, 
»6, Theſe things are not done in a Corner, for' theſe Vices 
do not only follow the Courts of Princes, and fly 
1nto.the Country, but creep into the City tooz 
God grant they never ſtep up upon the Bench! 
Beſides: which, ' what notorious Prophanation of 
God's Day isupon every happy return of it to 


5d 


half: of irſlept away, andthe other half as idlely 


invite, 


often as he thinks" fir. to begin a Health, muſt be ] 


4 ” = 
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Par. 8. good the Propher's Chargein this ogy nh Our 


commonly affordedto a lawful Wife, yea, with 


be ſeen; ; whilſt by ſome it is neglected, and one 


Jpent,. either abroad in the Fields, if the Weather 


_ _ Ki) | 

| ite, , Or. the. retence -of, Ol to-hear; ſojne, 

DT breaches oooh oe chro pr RT 
excule the.itch of Curioſity and a rambling Hy- 
mour, ,or elle in a Tavern,or in:an;Ale houſe, 
where. God's, Name,” and Day 1arsiby:a,curſed: 
Epitome both prophaned and abuſed-rpgether, 
and his Worſhip too ofren-entrencaed/upon-4, for: 
thoſe Places, are nor 'only / frequented. whetuthe- 
Doors. of God's, Houle areſhur, , and his publick- 
Service ended, but even when they.are open, and! 
eyery good Chriſtian ſhould be engaged chetein. 
Had we no Laws to prevent and. reſtrain; theſe: 
things, | they would onl y be P er{onal. Sins >: but; 
lince we have, and ole;whollome and. ſtrong; 
| fear,, makethemall become National, Be; bue- 
then ſo faichfubto/your ſelves as/to conſider. what; 
wilt be the, end; of, chele Things, whether God} 
will not viſit and: take\Vengeance-upon;us;25 well-as: 
upon others, in the. like Caſe,; and, what.xwe fhall; 
do then when he doth. fo? Bur, : Eh. 


. 3+; From. our: Pringiples and Practices let, us. 
proceed. . to, our ;Proteiſion,, and Behaviour, in; 
matcers of Religion, and I am afraid our Hypo-- 
crite, Unbeliet, and Apoſtacy,” will be found as 
Treat as. theirs, if not. greater, by how muchthe! _ 

cligion, we profels./is more refin'd and (clear, 
than theirs was. , How.inhinitely wearebebolden; 


' 
«a 


to: Almighty God for the Purity. and Simplicicy 
tr 1 'D "= 


. making Friends 0 


r 
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of his caſh Tied nor LAY Twiſh it did} 
not'as bully Movyer the” grearhels of our Abuſe: 
and N '6f it f We have; it's-trne, enjoyed" it” 
tor many 
mixed wich-the Traſh- of the: Church of Rome, 
but 2s it hath been reſcued fromtheir ſactil 
Hands; 'and/reftored.: to: its native- Plainne qi 
Simplicity ; butalas, like the Children of Iſrael, 
when deliveted- out of Egypt, we are returnin 
back thicher again, and thi the Onions ph 
Gatlick' 6f their Superſtitious berter 
than the Milk and Honey of th he i [Reformati, 
oftthatever was. What Artshave been uſed tq; 
introduce! Popery * and'what a and cheer; 
_ pliance have they met with by coo tao! 
of us? 7 So that « ole to Raves 


DR out own Nation Chae ik ak, pur,” 
gr er to us" How many arc there that are” 
« the- unrighteous Mammon, and 
ſeairmg to themſelves an Intereſt amongſt choſe, 
whomi bythe Laws of God and Man they 
roavoid;thereby betraying themſelves into whole 
Stiares' they pretend to 'fear, and which nothing 
bur fuch a comatdly ror ſordid Compliance can: 
force them into: Bleſſed*'be God, we have he 


| Governiment'on our: © fe yet;''the Laws'/are both' 


one” Warrant and Defence, | befides'which the 
Reaſon 


Years, arid that not as-it hath been: | 


(21 ) 
Reaſon of our. own Minds'convincethus, and 
thetrue Inteteft of our Country calls-npon.us to 


be valiant for the Truth, and therefore if-we fall back Jo's 
| and forfake it, and ſwear by them; that are no Gods, as chap.5.7. 


i Popery we muſt, our Guile wilt be almoſt, if. 


nor alcogether, unpardonable, How ſhall 1 pardon ver. 7. 


thee for-this, fairh:God by the Prophet ; But I hope 


\. better things of you, and things that accompany Salva- Heb.s. 9. 


tix, _ I thus ſpeak, and that au will _ wWit- 
ingly doany thing that may be the occaſion of ſo 
Ro Micha b ſelveind Country... | But - - 
Bo is one'thing, whichif not ſpeedily preven- 
ted; will before we'are aware, let imthat which 
weſo much-fear and cry out againft, -and which 
one too 20s. many of. us more or leſs may be 
acceſlary-to, i-mean thoſe unnatural Heats and 
Diviſions quoi: x our ſelves, _ amidſt which, 


tho we are notaltogether ſwerv'd from the Form, 2 Tim. : 
yet-we are ſtrangely degenerated' from the true # 5 | 


Spirit. and Power of Godlineſs and Chriſtianity,which 


is indeed a moſt pernicious ſort of Apoſtacy;for a 


falſe Religion, thar's good natured- and kind, gengſe 7-». 3. 


and eaſy to be intreated, 1s better than the Profelfion *”* 
of the trueſt Religion in the World, that's accoms- 
panied with Heart-burnings and Animoſicies; and 
immoderately 'heared by unchriſtian: Strifes and 
Debates; and thar rhis is our Caſe ac this Day & * 
evident enough; bur how fatal the Effefts:and 
Conſequence thereof will be, I am afraid ro _ 
Pe EF 27 D 2 Or; 


xm) 
of. God of his" Mercy divert: the Omen, an 
unite us more firmly to himſelf, and to one ano 
_ ther; forwhilſtthere is envying,; ftrife, and-di, 
viſions amongſt ns, we axe not only carnal, and 
1C0r.3-3:walk as Men 5 but whilſt we foment _ encoi- 
2:1 5. Tape theſe things, we become earthly, ſenſual, yea, 
/ 5, 4 Jeviſh - and Et we mult needs inceodiine Coal 
fron, and everyevilWork: that which we fear will 
come-upon'us, yea, we fhall bring: ic upon our 
ſelves.3 and” then it will-be [too lace to-enquire 
Fer.5.31:what we ſhall do\ mithe end thereof. ' But, - {| 5: 
Secondly, Since out:Sinsare ſo many and great, 
Jet us, 'in imitation of the Prophets faithfulneſs 
inthe Caſe,cnquire into theObligations that have = 
been laid upon usto reform and amend. He ag> 
_—_— their Sins with 'this Circumſtance,” that 
_ they were ated by themy, when-God gave them 
 ver:-24. Rum," both the former and latter in:4ts Seaſon, and 
' - Teſervedto:them the appointed Weeks of. the Harveſþ: 
ur.7- Ea, when he fed them:to'the full, that is, beſtowed 
—_— them the greateſt abundance of all outward 


eflings. Andif upor-an impartial inquiry in» 

*\ tothe thing, it be found that: Almighty. God has 
beenin all. reſpe&s as-bountiful unco us, - we may 

as reaſonably expect that he ſhould call us tg an 
account forthe abuſe of his Mercies, as well as 
for the breach.of his:Laws t yea, and more too, 
becaule thele are a: kind Obligation added:to the 
Authority.-of- the 'other.; and there's nothing. 


 whets . | 
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whets and ſharpens the Swardof Juſtice more, 
than Ingratirude ;- it. gives indeed a; double edge 
te it, the. one from the Power that is. ſo juſtly in- 
cenſed,: and: the other from the Kindnels that is. 
ſo:grolly abuſed, Well then, ro conſider the: 
Cale before us, Whart variety of ſignal Mercies. 
have we. been bleſt with for a long time toge- 
ther ? What miraculous and repeated Deliveran-- 
ces have we had ? What Attempts have been: 
made upon-our Peace and Tranquillity, and how 
often have they been fruſtrated.and dilappoin-. 
ted? and may: they for ever be ſo. How. often: 
have our. Lives and-Liberties been ſtruck. at and. 
aflaulted? and- yet they have been as often ref- 
cued: and preſerv'd,;. and may they be ſo ſtill. 
What deſperate Attempts have been made to de- 
ſtroy both our Religion and-Government, and 
how-graciouſly;have they been proteed-and de- 
fended, and all this almoſt by Miracle; for we 


have, as it were;, only\flood ſtill and ſeen the Sal- Exed. x4 


vation. of God, Upon. the: amazing.Methods of. '3: 

which, as we have.realon to look back with won«. 
der and delight, ſo we have reaſonallo to refle& 
upon. our own. Ingraticude with horror. and- a- 
mazement ;. eſpecially too, it we conſider that 
to. all the publick-Mercies which we have {uch a 
comfortable ſhare in, there's not a Man. of- us 
but. has many particular- Bleſſings. beſides, that 
deſerve as great a meaſure.of 5h ; 
. « AS 


Pſa.139. 
17. 


V. 12,13, 


Fer. 543+ 


2 Theſſ. 
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astheret.. yrs pe arenas beſummed/ 

7 together; -(and;'0: God, how: great us the fun; 
hs { ) and wecalFdtoan ny forthe im-! 
provemeat, wherewithal ſhall we appear ! whar- 
{hall weanſwer ! good God! what will become 
of us}. But,” | 

-- Fhirdly; Thatwhich aggravated 'their'Sin to 
the height, was the many C_ and Calls 
they had to reform and amend , and yet, ſaid he, 
they have belied the Lord, and ſaid, It is not be ; - nei- 
ther ' ſhall:evil come upon us, neither -fhall we ee the” 
Sword: or 'Famine : ' nay, the Prophets themſelves 
ſhall become Wind, and the Word is not in them. And 
chisl am afraid wilt fall up the: meafure of our 
ſins too: for he hath often calledus,and we- have: 


refuſed to heatken; he hah-given'us many fair - | 


Warnings, but we-have hardened" our hearts a- 
gainſt them , he hath ſhaken his Rod over us, yea, 
and ſometimes lerus feel the fmart-of ir; : bat we' 
have refuſed to receive Corrftion ;" we have deafned' 
our Ears co-the louder and more dreadful 'Voice' 
of his Judgments,and hardned our Hearts againſt” 
cheſtill and ſmooth Voice of his Word. Hehath' 
{ometimes come in flung Fire, "taking venzeance ;* 
andif, during the hear of its devouring Fury,we' 
have been a licclewarm'in our Devotions, and 
ſomething melted/inro/Repentance-; yer as that 
hath abated,” 'we' have cool'd and rerurn'd, | rot! 
only to our former, - but have:even contratted' a 
far 


4% 6 
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Mi © 1(85)) 
far greater degree of hardneſs” Somierimes he. 
[tixth enlarged/ the Commiſſion of. his deſtroying 
#, and made the Peſtilence, that walks in - dark- 2. 91.6. 
b* fo waſte at noo-day; © And it -amidft dying - 
Groans, and infeCtions Fears, we-bave been 
made to relent ; when they have been-removed, 
: fo have our Relentingstoo, acid. a Ptayue 
- behind; even that of Sin, and hardneſs of Heart. 
Sometimes he hath unſhearhed the bloody Swotd 
"of War, and-if 'amidt the mercileſs and inhn- 
" mane ſaughters i it has made, -we have been fot- 
'ced toſue for Peace, how havewe abuſed it when 
we haye had it; yea, even been weary*of- it too, 
whillt we have broke out-into as unnacnral,' the” 
not alcogether fo bloody a War againſt Ofie ano- 
ther > Bleſſed be God, our Swords'are 'not-yet 
dravm, but our Tongyies and-our Pens are, and 
with thele we cut like ſharp Razor; and ire- 
| fletdof uniring.in'our praiſes 69: God for our \Ci- 
vit Peace andPlenty, we arediſtrating ourown 
Devotions, * yea, 'and-provoking,- (F had almoſt 
ſaid devouring) one another, w lſt- our: Adver- 
| faries, in the day they look for, ( which God 
Prone may nevericome). wilt pmakens difference, 
bur ſwallow nsup together, and laugh-at'us too, 


-.. toſcc how devreonlhy we do their Work for chem 


'our ſe elves. Bur this rs nat! all:for om 
others of the like” nature' have'been! bick'd2 


enforc'd npon us; by many-ſeaſombleand wor 
+ - 


* + 7-4 


7.7.26 haxdened'our Hearts, and done worſe than our  Fa- 


thers'; andif-ſo, what can-we expect, but that he 


ſhoulddeal worle by us than ever. he hath doge 


yer?” for\that's always:the method of his pre- 


 _ceedings. [When he variesthe method of his Pro- 


Hof. 11. 


vidence; and finds that neither Kindneſs nor. Se- 
verity: will -work-upon us, -but chat we eaſily 
break all the. (ords of his Love, and rult under the 
very, File, his; Patience is ſoon turned iato Fury, 
his Pity initoian.implacable Revenge ; his Mercy 
adds both ſpeed and weight.unto his Jultice, and 
transforms a; molt! compaſlionate Father .intoia 
conſuming Fire zfor Go 4 will certaigly viſit; for 
theſe things, 'mrhere-everthey-are, his Soul. will. be 
evenged- 04: ſuch d' Nation, lex, ics outward, condi 
tion: be what, itwill.:, And chis lezds me: to, che 
fourth and laſt Particular, which is to enquire;;) 


# ox & 5fS& $a \ NET YES LINTY. hr EW cx8 '&®; SALES 
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+AVN What-we-are to doin; ſuch. 2.Cale, , and 


under-ſfuch-Circumſtances as ours-are...' That we 
have bi notorigully guilty of the Breach of God's 
Lays, ,notwithſtardingall that.he hath done jp 
keep'ys within che bounds. of, our Duty and Obe- 
dience,-cannot be denied; that we. are therefare 

| in 


javery great danger of being very [ſeverely hand- 
led, if not ucterly deſtroyed, is ap parently evidenc 
to-all,; that are not obſtinately retalv'd torun_ all 
hazards, rather-than take up and amend... It's bur 
natural and reaſonable then for us;toenquire what 
we are to do to-prevent our own Ruine, and no 
longer cry out only, and complain of the-dange- 
rous Times we live in.; but to be. very ſpeedy. in 
our Reſolutions what to do to-make them becter. 
And herel fuppoſe every one will be ready:co tell 
you what's to..be done. Some cry, . Open and 
enlargethe Church-doors,and letin the Diflenters, 
 andchenall. will. be well; others cry, -Shut them 
| out, or we ſhall never. be ar Peace. Some cry, 
Away with [mpoſitions and Ceremonies, the Re- 

| liques of Popery and Earncft of ics Return: Q- 
thers complain of Schiſm.and Separation, :Facti- 
on and Sedition,. that the Diflenters do the; Je- 
ſuits Work; and you may. as. well tollerate ithe. 
' one, as connive at the other. Some: fonnd-.bur 
Peace and our Plenty..in-a general Toleration;; 
others tell -you, Ir's the :next; way co Ruine:and 
Confuſion, and all this while few or none will 
take any. Advice but their own ; ſo that amidft 
the ſeveral CRIES we are ready to-periſh, 
and-that not becaule we want Help, but rather be- 
cauſe we have too. much;; our Danger not. being 
ſo. much from our Diſeaſe, .as the Myltitude and 
Diſagreement of our Phyſicians., for whilſt they 
E are : 


are/diſputing what's fitteſt for-us to take, out! 
Diftemper grows upon-us, -and 'before we 'cait 
agree,” we languiſh and die. For'my-part Iſhall 
not preſume to-inerpoſ& this way, but ſhall 
leave all things of this nature to my Superiouts; 

 towhom they properly belong, relolving to be 

obedient'in allthings,” as far as x good Conſci- | 

ence will give” me Leave, 'and where it will not, 

ro endeavour with' as much 'Cheerfulneſs as'T 

canto ſuffer and ſubmit; and-I think ic would 

benever the worſe for us, if we would all 'of us 

do"fo too. Beſides which, T have only two'er 

three things to-add farther by way of Exhorta- 

tion, andthaltrhen conclude. © - 92 "REO 

"2. Thefirſtis, That we endetvour to make 

out Peace with God as {peedily as we can, by 

ar nnfeigned*Repentance and thorough Refor- 

mation. Our Comfort is, that we have a God | 

to'deat witty , that is as' ready to receive'tis, i. | 
we'can be to return unto him ; and' defires*tg 
be at*Petce wich*ns,; as 'much as we'can do, that 

getmoſt byit.” Now fince it is not the diſtance | 

. . ef his'Heighth and Grearnels; nor the Severity. | 

Ia.5g.2 and"Rigout of his Nature, bur our Driquities thit: 

have feparated between its and our God: The ſpeedy: 

breaking off of them*will'be-themoſt effe&uaat. - 

way to procure 2 {enptheniteg of our Tranquility; atid' | 

'_._ _ Indeed it cannot” reaſonably be expeed ay 

5b g. 4. Other way ; - For who ever- bardned-hnmſelf 5 : I 
Gog,. - 


Pan. 4. 
27s 


WW ; (29) 

' | Gud,; and proſpered? ''We-may bei let. alone-for 2 
time ;/ but ro-think that we always beſo, is 
2 abſurdand; fooliſh-a Concluſton.as can be; for 
the (longer we -have been {pared, the leſscime 
is behind../..The more we .have been ſuffered 
tomulciply-our Sins, the {ooner-wilkthe meaſure 


ofthem be filled up... \The:longer God's: Hand - * 


has been wich-held, the higher ir has: been .lifred 
 bp;andithe-Heavier ic will fall ar laſt. For:God's © 
fake then; and«iyour own, for. your Country's 
and Religions ſake; yea, for the lake of all that's 
near and dear to you, that you may nomore ſee 


Beauty-turned into Aſhes, and Death riding triumphantly 1,; ;, . 
wpon bis Pale | Horſe through all your Streets, .and Ke.s. 5. 


the. Sword devouring:any more Fleſh; Thar:you 
may not be puniſhed jeven- times more, and worle © 
than you have been, think. of cheſe things, and 

think-often and ſeriouſly of themtoo, /and ſuffer 
not the Imprefions. that ſuch: Reflections com- 
monly. make, to wear off again: withouc doing 
their defired and neceſſary Work, Let not your 
Repentance be only a crying out: of the Sins.of 
others, which is- rather a venting} the Spleen, 
than a:true humbling of- the. Soul : Nor: ler'ir | 
beexerciſed upon your telves upon ſome ſolemn 
Occaſions only; and whilſt you are under- the 
Strength and Power of /a . preſent Convidtion, 
which is indeed for the-moſtpart-bur like throw- 
ing a little Water upon theFire, which though 


2 WE - 


RS - - ”T 
ic may-.damp- it a hue: for 'the- preſent; yee |} 
afrerwards/it-- makes. it burn: the fiercer, 'bur:le } 
it be ſeen. in. a; conſtanc and: regular-Diſpoſition 
of: Mind, fortified-with firm Reſolutions to re- 
turn..no more unto.Folly,and:in a canſtantendea. 
your:to keep all-the Commandments: of Gag 


* without: Partiality; | and :withous FHypocraſy/, for el 


ſeven worſe Spirits, that will-not be ſo-eaſily caſ 


.2. out, but. will make our latter End-worſe then our Be- 


| — exhorted to: mantain-+and- promote 
Peace and-Concord amongſt all Men... Next-ta 
Peacewich God, without which all other fecyris 
ty,willprovedeceitful, Unity among{t our ſelves 
is certainly the moſt effectual thing:to the makin 

of us an happy People; and-till thar FR cr 
we may:poſhbly be quiet, but we ſhall- never be 
ſafe:: :Weare continually liable to the malice-of 
our Enemies, and;nothing. expoles us, anden+ 
courageth-chem more, than our unnatural Diwi- 
ons amongſt our; ſelves, by theſe they grow 
upon us daily ; andiindeed, their greateſt Strata» 


pu is,, to foment. and. encreale: themn, as: well. 


owing /it in vain. to make any: other Atfaules 
upon- us, Should they iavade us with-ctheir whole 
Power and Strength, .we might then. paſibly us 
nite, and, under God, be certainly too hard: for 
them: This they know, and.fear, and — 


1 dare nor attempt 
| ealy Victory,. when, 1i; 


£ 


ns Hf 


C98). - 
denly, but hope for an 
ke Gideon, they ſee every Jug. 7. 
Man's: Sword againſt his fellow: And 'thall we *** 


now give-them tuch an Opportunity 2 God for- 
bidl. and:yerl fear we areina-very: fair way-to 


i, and there's. nothing, certainly. can-prevent-it 


but by-doing what in-us lies, to live peaceably:with 8. 
all Men; and this-l am perſwaded that all of you. 
know and believe. But. then, here's our misfor-- 
zune'; though-we all of us cry aloud for Peace, 
yet aslong as we expeCtit only in. our own way, 
wearenever: like to have it.. -It's-next to an im-- 
poſſibility, -that all che World ſhould. in every, 
thing be of. one andthe ſame mind.;- but yer-for 
all Sow there's-.. no” neceflity that. we ſhould. 
wrangle and fall out, as. alas we-too-frequently. 
do; .and yet when. we have what we. delice, it's. 
many times not worth. the Bufle we make to ob- 


tain it... Moſt of the. Diſpu 


tes. that are raiſed. a- 


mongft us, have more of Heat and Paſſion, Ins 
tereſt and Pride, than weight of Reaſon.inthem-:. 
Nay,, the greateſt. Macters-in Controverſie, do» 
neither need 'nor- require: that fierceneſs and hear 
with. which they are too.often. managed;;..nay, I 
fear, they are greatly. worſted by.it.. The great 
eſt Matters in. the Debate between us and-the 
Difleaters, are. in. the general. owned on 'both: 


des. Wevery truly., -and upon 
wrgetthe neceſlicy.of Qbedience to, 


S 


- graund,, 


whul Authos 


? Rom; 12;. 


-\ 


Fam, 1. 
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rity ; nor do they deny the truth of it, they only» Þ : 
plead an Exemption for Conſcience-fake; \whew ÞF 
any thing unlawful'is required ;- andthis-ve can- 


not deny neither'; only here's the Queſtion, Whe | 
ther theſe things are unlawful 'or no? Andicannot F 


this naw be argued'without all thiseaperneſsand' 
heat? Cannor we diſpute, but'we mutt be'ready 
todevour? Muſt our Diſpates; which are the 


beſt ſort of Chriſtians, make us ceaſe tobe Mens 
and by contending{for the Churchj; hazard the 
ruine of-the'State. . Certainly this #emper* does _ 
very ill become the Name 'of-4 Chriſtian;-ant 


does by' no means anſwer- the great Ends and 


Purpoſesof the Goſpel. - Men's Mirids ave not 
to be convinced _by hard Names," and ill 'Lans 
guage, bur by Truth and. Righr-Reaſon,' and 
that too nrg'd with good Nature and Love; :for. 
even Truth it (elf js recommended to us- under 
che-greateſt 'difadvantagethat can be; when it's 
accompanied-with-fiercenieſs and paſſion; ſuch 
an everlaſting Truthis St. James's Aﬀlertion, That 
the Wrath of Man worketh mit the Righteouſneſs of 
Tot Vt 21 SS TSRE SRO DUGPRIL ICH [55 1 738 
Now if 'the Government "think fie eo reqiitte 

ſuch things of us,” #nd we all profefs ic' dur dit 
to' yield an adtive Obedience, as far Us with's 
Good Confciencevve can,” and vvhere: vve- can- 
mtr ſubmit, bri byno-meansrto reſift - Yyhat 
hints hr t:£ we maydo this-wirthout -Ayins 
| al 


———— 


" 7F at-one anothers ELA to the-diſturbance-. of 
F the Government, tothe ſcandal of Chriftianity, 
- F andto ourown ceftain-Ruinand Confuſion 2?” Fr 
' F isnotfor private Chriſtians (and of ſach only [ 
F am ſpeaking ) co/tnamage- themſelves after this 
| Jort, but'rather, as the:ElefÞof : God. to 'put'-o01 


| Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering, - forbearing. one another, and © 3-- 


ball forgive us ;/ fot without this cemper we {h 


_ aGeording: ro the Dinty of 'our- Places, /an 


whom Kings Reign; and Princes decree Juſtice, toin- 


bowels of ' Mercy, Kindneſs, humbleneſs of Find, 


forgiving one anther. even 45. God for Ons ie I2, 13,- 


xertrhi arito a'better Mind, and! ih all _ a. 

cially in this ;- for: when: we have wratglediand: 

vex'd -one-another as long as we can;. We can: 
neither make new Laws, nor alter the Old; our- 

Duty :and Buſineſs therefore is, to ſubmit peace-- 

ably to them we- have, and to. make our con- 
dition under them,” as eaſy. and as comfortable as 

we can, till.God ſthall find outa way tomend it. . 

And inthe mean time, "HA $4 

3- Laſtly, Ler us pray unto- that God,, by " 8. . 


ſpire the Heart of the King: with true heavenly 
Wiſdom ; and to guideand direct all others, that 
are or ſhall be called: to- Publick- Actions and: 
Counſels, and are. thereby. any ways .concern'd- 
in the adminiſtration of: Juſtice; and making of. 
Lays, that ſome effetual Means may be found. 
_ our, . 


Pay$ne SD ar manly thathis- phole 16y1 
 ihis whole-Soul, may rejoice, oVer-#s- Rn _ 
un agree rny execute Veng 4. 


. . 
'» 2  , 
bo 
» 


oaks, Fab ad of iy gen ce 
Tejus; To whom,” with the Father and the Holy Shi = 
P Praje. Armen 4 as is moſt due, all Honour, Glory, a 
raile. : 
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